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REMARKS 

Claims 1-3, 5-17, and 20 are pending in the present application. Claims 1-3 and 5-17 
are allowed. Claim 20 is added without introduction of new matter. 

Initially, Applicants note that a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) and 
Amendment under 37 C.F.R. 1.312, which also added claim 20 as presented herein, were 
previously filed on October 18, 2006. As that previous Amendment did not incorporate changes 
to claims 12, 13, 15, and 16 made by an Examiner's Amendment in the Notice of Allowance, a 
first Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment was issued on October 31, 2006. In response to that 
first Notice, Applicants submitted a second Amendment on November 22, 2006 believed to 
incorporate the changes made by the Examiner's Amendment. As the second Amendment did 
not incorporate the exact changes made by the Examiner's Amendment (due to misinterpretation 
of the Examiner's Amendment), Applicants submit this second Amendment to incorporate the 
changes made by the Examiner's Amendment. 

As stated in the previous Amendment filed on October 18, 2006, claim 20 is directed 
to a paper gathering and feeding device. The device includes: a rotation member which is 
provided with impeller means for changing a radius distance between a tip section and a rotation 
axis by centrifugal force produced by rotation of the rotation member, and is positioned in the 
vicinity of a coupling section between a transfer section and a gathering section. The rotation 
member is constructed as to rotate in a gathering direction to slap down the paper using the 
impeller means with a wider radius distance than a radius of the impeller means when it is at 
rest, and constructed as to perform a feeding allowance operation to rotate in a feeding direction 
to allow the paper to be fed. Support for new claim 20 is evident from the descriptions and 
illustrations of Applicant's centrifugal impeller 21, which is shown in Figures 4-11. 

Claim 20 is added to recite the claimed invention in a different statutory scope. More 
particularly, claim 20 corresponds to allowed claim 2 of the present application, but recites 
"impeller means for changing a radius distance between a tip section and a rotation axis by 
centrifugal force produced by rotation of the rotation member" instead of a "changeable piece". 
Under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, sixth paragraph, the claimed impeller means has the structure disclosed by 
the present application as performing the above function, plus equivalents of that disclosed 
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structure. Applicant respectfully submits that claim 20 is allowable for the reasons stated with 
respect to claim 2. 

In view of the above Amendment, Applicants believe the pending application is in 
condition for allowance. 



Dated: January 19, 2007 Respectfu 
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